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AHNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
TO  THE  BEAMINSTER  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  FOR 
THE  YEAR  19BO. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 

Sanitary  Inspector  SxSS.’iXiczsptCiiE?:, 
Clerk  to  the  Medical  Officer, , , 


.....Adam  Armit,  M.B. , Ch,B, , D, P.H, 

, ,..,C.C.  Rundle,  M,R,S,I,,  M.S.i.A, 

Miss  J,  Gurd,  up  to  20/4/5U, 

Miss  B.E,  Lawrence,  as  from  l/5/50» 


STATISTICS  OF  THE  AREA. 


• » 


Area  in  acres 

••  ••  •»  •• 

Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  population. 

No,  of  inhabited  houses  (according  to  the  Rate  Books 

as  at  the  end  of  I95O) , 


58,693. 

8,113. 

2,553r 


Rateable  Value 

• • 

? • • . . . ft  £38, 59^0 

Sura  represented  by 

a Penny  Rat( 

• ••  ••  ..  £1 60, 

EXTPACTS 

FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Live  Births. 

E. 

Total  Births, 

Legitimate, 

Illegitimate, 

7f 

76. 

54; 

53. 

1 

•1. 9 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated 
resident  population  - 16,02  Crude, 

17.9  Corrected 
Comparability  Factor  - 1,12 

Still  Births, 

M. 

I. 

Total  Still  Births, 

Legitimate. 

Illegitimate. 

1: 

1. 

3; 

2. 

1. 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated 
resident  population  ~ 0,49 

Deaths  of  Infants  imder'i 

year 

0 f Asce 

Total. 

Legitimate, 

Illegitimate, 

5. 

5. 

1. 

2. 
1, 
1. 

Death  Rate  of  all  Infants  per  1,000 
notified  Births.  - 53.85 

Deaths  of  Infants  under'  /!  wooi-c. 

of  A. 

Total. 

Legitimate, 

M. 

3. 

3. 

E- 

1. 

1. 

^ 

per  06b  live  and  still  Births. Nil. 

Ce.2Jths_al_80^  Causes. 

Total  - f ^ 

54.  5d.  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated 

resident  population  — 15^56  Crude,  . 

10.98  Corrected. 
Corrfparab:i.Iity  Factor  - D),  8l 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  AT  ALL  AGES. 
Registrar  General’s  Official  Returns, 


_ — ■ , — ■—  ■ 

1 

Males, 

Females, 

Total. 

1,  Tuberculosis,  respiratory. 

1 

1 

2 

2,  TLiberculocis , other. 

— 

— 

3,  Syphilitic  J::lsease, 

4,  Diphtheria, 

5,  Wliooping  Cough. 

— 

6,  Meningopoooal.  infections. 

— 

7,  Acute  Poliomyelitis, 

1 

1 

0,  Measles, 

9,  Other  infective  & parasitic  diseases. 

1 

1 

10,  Malign, ant  neoplasm,  stomach. 

1 

1 

11,  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus. 

1 

1 

2 

12,  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast. 

1 

1 

13.  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus. 

1 

1 

14,  Other  Malignant  & lymphatic  neoplasms. 

4 

6 

10 

15.  Leukaeraiax aleukaemia. 

1 

1 

16,  Diabetes, 

1 

1 

17,  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system. 

6 

9 

15 

18,  Coronary  disease^ angina. 

4 

8 

12 

19,  Pypertension  with  heart  disease. 

1 

1 

20,  Other  heart  diseases. 

9 

15 

24 

21,  Other  circulatory  disease. 

22,  Influenza, 

. - 

^ ■ 

23 • Pn  eum oni a , 

4 

2 

6 

24,  Bronchitis, 

2 

2 

25o  Ouher  diseases  of  respiratory  system. 

1 

1 

2 

26,  ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum. 

1 

1 

27,  Ctas'critis , enteritis,  and  diarrhoea. 

1 

1 

28,  nephritis  and  nephrosis. 

■ 

29,  Hyperplasia  of  prostate. 

3 

3 

30,  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion. 

31,  Congenital  mal formations , 

2 

1 

3 

32,  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases. 

9 

7 

16 

[33,  Motor  vehicle  accidents. 

,J4t  All  other  accidents. 

2 

2 

3b.  Suicide, 

1 

^ _ 

1 

pb.  Homicide  and  operations  of  war. 

- 

Total. 

54 

56 
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OTHER  VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Hooke  Source. 


4 ^ 

SANI1:4RY  GIRCUI'ASTilNCES  OF  TH];]  AREA . 
WATER  SUPPLIES. 


O'  Toller  Whelrae  Bore-hole  rms  found  to  yield  only  2,250 

Scheme  the  quantity  estimated  for  a Regional 

to  tnirp  lant  Engineers  vrere  asked  to  investigate  the  propcsal 

to  ndvi  Hooke  springs  below  the  cressbeds  and  also 

beforp  it  possibility  of  purchasing  water  from  the  springs 

revised  "through  the  cressbeds  and  to  submit  a Report  and 

considerP^thp^S  ^944  scheme.  In  June,  the.  Council 

orovis-ion  1 Report  on  the  above  and  decided  to  negotiate  a 
Eoi  1 ag^Teement  f Or  the  acquisition  of  the  watercress  beds, 

with  the  Owner  of  the  cressbeds,  the  Council 
^ -.H  Engineers  to  gauge  the  flow  of  water  from  [the 

springs  to  which  the  owner  had  agreed.  In  December,  the 
W6re  informed  that  the  Ministry  were  prepared  to  consider  the 

orimv^*c. • S'?  ^ P^^ovisional  agreement  had  been  reached  for  the 
acquisition  of  the  source, 

Corscombe  and  Halstock  Scheme, 

Counoi?iR^nli?^T'?'o  ^'4nistry  held  a Local  Enquiry  concerning  the 
Rohpmp  apo  ication  for  the  issue  of  an  Order  regarding  the  above 

Ultimate  demand  will  be  53,000 

to  poRt  I'eached  in  25  years  time^  the  scheme  being  estimated 

w OTf-'P-n’  1 Q^nii  August,  the  Order  known  as  the  "Beaminster 

niade.  It  was  resolved  to  negotiate  with  the 
thP  pnnQii?t^^+" land  and  water  rights,  and  in  November, 
had  been  placed^^^^^^^^^  stated  that  an  order  for  pipes  and  castings 

Netherbury  Scheme. 

to  Beaminster  supply  at  Parnham 

to  invpRti^SQtp^^+?  Gornpleted  in  May,  and  in  November,  it  was  decided 
Cross  Area^  ^ possibility  of  extending  the  main  to  the  White 

Broadwlndsor  Scheme, 

Of  Gtoke  Abbott  be  investigated! 

Thorncombe  Scheme. 

It  Was  deciaed  to  install  a chlorinator  in  this  supply. 

Water  Samples, 

97  samples  were  taken  for  anal3^ses,  with  the  folloxving  results. 


Satisfactory, 

Unsatisfactory, 

Suspicious, 


Mains. 


13 

22 

*»  w-l-  w • 
10 

3 

o 0 j. 

10 

- 

3 

17 

- 

10 

1 

3 

6 

— 

- 

Sewerag^e. 


- 5 ~ 


No  major  change  has  taken  place  in  the  sewerage  of  the  district 
during  the  year.  On  its  passage  through  Beaminster,  the  river  Brit 
is  grossly  pulluted  by  the  effluents  from  a Milk  Factory,  a Gas  Works, 
a Process  Engravers  and  Printers  Works,  and  pratically  all  the  crude 
domestic  sewage  from  the  town.  In  1949>  Council  instructed  their 
Consultant  Engineers  to  prepare  a scheme  and  Report  on  the  sewerage 
and  sewage  dispo^^.a!  of  Beaminster  Town  and  the  village  of  Netherbury, 
This  Report  was  received  in  February  1950j  Council,  after  long 

and  careful  consideration  including  consultation  with  the  Dorset 
County  Council,  decided  to  ask  the. Consultant  Engineers  to  reconsider 
the  scheme  so  as  to  cover  Beaminster  Town  only  including  an  alternative 
site^  for  the  sewage  disposal  works,  A Report  on  this  second  scheme 
was  issued,  but  because  of  objections  by  the  owner  of  land  on  which 
it  was  proposed  to  erect  the  works,  the  Council,  in  October, . decided 
that  further  consideration  be  given  to  the  use  of  a site  below  the 
village  of  Netherbury  to  which  a gravity  sewer  could  be  laid. 

Public  Cleansing. 


^All  household  refuse  and  salvage  is  collected  weekly  from 
Beaminster  parish.  In  the  remaining  parishes,  indestructible  househpld 
refuse  only  and  salvage  is  colleoted  mpnthly,  the  work  being  carried  but 
with  a 2/3  ton  28  H,P,  lorry  purchased’ by  the  Council  during  the  year. 
Two  men  are  employed  in  the. collection.  The  refuse  is  tipped  on  the 
Council's  dump  a mile  north' of  Boaminster  Town*  This  dump  is  kept 
in  a satisfactory  condition. 


Sanitary  Inspections  of  the  Area. . 

No,  of  Inspections,,,., 961, 
No,  of  Informal  Notices, ,,,,, , 57, 
No,  of  Statutory  Notices,,,..,  I5I 

Allocation  of  Inspections. 


(including  all  inspections),. . , 


Factories.,,,,,,,.,,,.. 5; 

Drains..... ,,,,,.,...,138, 

Milk  Shops 

Refuse  and  Salvage, | | 27’ 
Water  Supplies, ’ .IAbI 
Building  Bye-laws 463! 

Petroleum,  Spirit  and  Carbide. . 

No,  of  licences. 29, 
No,  of  Inspections, I 2I 


No,  Complied  with, • 
No,  Complied  with,,.,.,,,,. 

Food  Shops. ................ 

27, 

Housing, 

Infectious  Disease......... 

* » f 0 » 

7, 

Petrol  Storage, 

’2, 

Slaughter  Houses  & Knackers 
Nuisances  - General, .,,,,,, 

yards, 8, 

No,  of  Notices  served,,,,,,. 

Rodent  Control. 

The  county  Council  act  as  agents  for  the  District  Council  for  the 
area  over  which  the  latter  is  responsible,  but  the  Council  have  been 
informed  by  the ^ Regional  Pests'  Officer  that  under  the  1949  Act, 
the  responsibility  for  Rodent  Cpntrol  rests  solely  on  the  Council,  and 
that  the  work  involves  a survey  of  the  whole  district,  and  the 
appointment  of  a Pests'  Officer. 


Eradication  of  Vermin. 


No  action  was  necessary. 
Smoke  Abatement. 


Complaints  were  received  regarding  the  emission  of  grit. from  a, 
factory^ chimney  in  Beaminster,  The  Council  wrote  to  the  Firm  asking 
for  their  observations  on  the  installation  of  a grit  chamber. 


Oamping;  Sites, 


Licences  were  granted  for  a few  sites  on  which  to  keep  a caravan 
on  each. site.  There  is  no  wide-spread  camping  in  the  district. 

Schools. 

Thesis  schooiB  in  the  area  have  been  inspected  regularly,  6 
have  their  v;ater  supply  from  wells,  9 Lave  piped  supplies,  and  3 have 
n water  on  the  premises.  As  regards  lavatory  accommodation,  5 Lave 

13  bucket  or  vault  closets.  Tuberculin  Tested 
supplied  to  16  schools,  Pasteurised  milk  to  1,  and  Accredited 
miiK  to  1,  Hooke  school  was  permanently  closed  during  the  year. 


.INSPEOTION  and  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD, 

Meat  Inspection. 

slaughtping  for  West  Dorobt  takes  place  at  a Slaughter 
strict  ,of  Bridport,  A Veterinary  Surgeon, 
appointed  by  the  Bridport  R.D.O, , is  responsible  for  the  Inspection 
01  carcases  on  every  day  that  slaughtering  takes  place,  No  Report 
has  Deen  received  concerning  condemnations  of  meat  at  the  Slaughter 
House  during  the  year. 

Milk  Supply, 

As  a result  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  (Milk  and  Dairies)  Act.  1944, 

operation  on  the  1st  October,  1949>  tbe  Local  Authority 
jogistering  persons  carrying  on  the  trade  of 
premises  used  as  Dairies  not  being  Dairy 


registered  as  distributors  of  milk  at  end  of  1956...,  1, 
S*  nf  registered  as  a Dairy  not  being  a Dairy  Farm,,,,,,,,  1, 

granted  to  use  the  designation 

Tuoerculin  Tested  under  the  milk  (S,D,  Raw  Milk)  Regs,  I949, , . . 3, 
78  samples  were  taken  for  analyses,  with  the  follovdng  results 


Results,  1 

Pas teuri Rpd 

m fn 



•Passed, 

Failed, 

•t  • 1 . 
28 
1 

Accredited 

7 

3 

non-uesignatea. 

34 

5 

Total. 

69 

9 

Factorv^in  Plants  in  the  district.  The  Milk 

b^tan^r  lirniS  manufactures  dried  milk  powder,  and  despatches 


Ice  Cream. 


No,  of  premises  on  the  Register  at  the  end  of  195^  for  the  i- 

. la;  Manufacture  of  Ice  Cream, 1, 

, (b)  Storage  and  sale  of  Ice  Cream. ii»!!!!l3! 

Ho,  Of  Ice  OreM  preralsee  Inspected,  during  1950 6. 

No,  of  Inspections  of  Ice  Cream  premises 6, 

No,  of  Notices  (l,C,H,T.R.)  served,,., Nil, 

IIo  samples  v/ere  taken  for  analyses  during  the  year, 

Kna.ckers  Yard.  j 

This  is  situated  about  3 miles  N,W,  of  Boaminstor  Town, 


r 7 


i oji. _q f Food, 


The  foilowing  foodstuffs  were  condemned  as  being  unfit  for  human 
consumption. 


Various  Foodstuffs 

Oranges, 

Sweets, 

Dried  lOgg,  


224  tins.  Cheese,, 

48  Ibsi  Flour, , , 

2 lbs.  Raisins, 

12  lbs.  Beef, , , , 


7 lbs, 
84  lbs, 
56  lbs.' 
188  lbs. 


HOUSINa,’ 

Inspection  of  Dwellin.<?  Houses. 

No,  of  Dwelling  Houses  inspected, 5^* 

No,  of  Inspections, 80, 

No.  unfit  for  human  habitation, 13. 

No,  not  reasonably  fit, 10. 

Action  under  Statutory  Powers,  Housing  Act  1936,  Secs,  9«  10.  & I6, 

No.  of  Houses  in  respect  of  which  Formal  Notices ’ served Nil, 

No,  of  Houses  rendered  fit  after  Formal  Notice .....Nil, 


Public  Health  Act.  19'^6. 


Noi  of  Notices ^ served  - Informal  9,  Formal  Nil, 
No,  of^ Houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied 

(a)  By  ^'ivt.ors  - Informal  7?  Formal  2, 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owner, 


Tot al 9t 

Total.... 9. 
Nil. 


Housinu;  Act,  19'56.  Secs.  11  & 12, 


No. 

No. 

No, 


of 

of 

of 


Houses  in  respect , of  which  Demolition  Orders  were  made,.,,. 

Houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders .,, 

Closing  Orders . 


Nii; 

Nil. 

Nil. 


Rc-^Housing;, 


No,  of  additional  units  of  accommodation  provided  by 

conversions  and  adaptations ...Nil, 

No,  of  New  Houses  completed  - 

f a)  By  Local  Authority, 45» 

(b)  By  Other  Bodies 11. 

No,  of  families  in  Hew  Houses, ,,,, 56,  No,  of  persons  (approx) ,,,,, 200, 
No,  of  New  Houses  completed  since  the  War  - 

( a)  By  Local  Authority, 95* 

(b)  By  Other  Bodies, i , 43f 

No,  of  New  Houses  in  course  of  construction  at  3l*l^«5^«  "... 

(pj  By  Local  Authority. i 37? 

(b)  By  Other  Bodies, i . 3» 

No,  cf^  Houses  owned  by  Local  Authority ,.,,,,..,......187, 

Approximate  No,  of  working  class  houses  in  the  district, 2270, 


The  45  houses  completed  by  the  Local  Authority  during  195^  were 
sited  in  the  following  places  - Peaminster  6,  Broadwindsor  I4,  Burstock  4> 
Netherbury  village  2,  North  Bowood  2,  Salv/ay  Ash  3,  West  Filton  4, 

Stoke  Abboft  2^  Thorncombe  8, 

29  houses  are  in  course  of  construction  in  the  following  places  - 
Stoke  Abbott  2.,  Harshwood'  8,  Halstock  2,  Melplash  4,  Salway  Ash  5, 

Mas ter ton  6;  Netherbury  2, 

At  the  end  of  the  year  thero  I8I  applicants  for  housing 

accommodation  in  the  district. 


- 8 ~ 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

There  were  6 cases  of  Acute  Poliomyelitis  notified,  all 

during  the  months  of  September,  October,  and  November, 

invplved;  BeaJ^instcr,  Halstock, 

(t^aUay  Ash),  Powerstock,  Broadwindsor  (2  cases),  A man, 
aged  bO  ycars^uied  from  the  disease!  man, 

A case  of  Malaria  was  notified.  This  had  been  contracted  abroad, 

tho  v/h^fp^S?o+°f  notified,  was  ¥ddc-spread  over 

the  whoic  district,  as  were  also  33  cases  of  Whooping  Cough, 

s-^nsrie  m-mhovn Poisoning  were  notified  and  these  occurred  in 
^ ^ separate  households,  in  three  different 

p 0.-1.  i.  i=>-iUb  0 * 

in  rrhe-^S  maintained  between  the  Head  Teachers 

the  coni;"oi  Of  Medical  Officer  of  Health  regarding 

from  t^o'school Disease,  The  following  cases  were  notified 

Measles  I6,  Scarlet  Fever  3, 
ucundicc  1,  Chicken  Pox  4^  Mumps  9>  Whooping  Cough  6. 


Diph  t her i a Immu:;)  1 s at i on , 


TTK- 


01  s 
perfermod 
s oho  els  a: 
numbe:'  of 


is  the 
b'7  the 
:d  Child 
ohllrl  r*e 


County  Council,  When  not 
^ Doctor,  immunisation  is  given,  at  tho 
Oentres,  The  following  table  shows  the 
n Who  have  been  immunised  during  tho  year. 


Children  under  5 years  of  age  at  31,12,50, 


j 1 ■'.rt'' 

• 

1-1 

2 yrs. 

3 yrs. 

4 yrs. 

Total. 

i ^ ^ 1 

1 

J 

. • * 1 1 

71 

18 

8 

1 

98 

1 Children  5 

“ 15  year 

B Of  age 

at  31.12 

.50. 

! - 9 yrs. 

10  - 14  yrs. 

Total, 

1 

1 

2 

6 

- 9 - 
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INFECTIOUS  DI°^SES  NOTIFIED  DURIN&  IQ^Q  - IQSO. 


■%  11  — 

TUBERCULOSIS. 


< 


A^e 

Periods. 


0-  5 

5-15 

15-25 

25-35 

35-45 

45-55 

55-65 

65  & over. 


Uew  Cases  notified 
during  19 5 Q. 


Pulmonary. 

Non-Pulmonary , 

M.  F, 

M, 

!• 

2 2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

— 

a— • 

1 

Deaths 

durinp:  1950* 

Pulmonary. 

Non-Pulmonaw, 

M*  1- 

M*  I. 

1 1 H l l 
1 1 H 1 1 

tmm 

Total.  32  3211 


Particulars  of  Deaths. 

Pulmonary  Male,  - 4I  years.  Occupation  - Dairyman, 

Duration  of  Disease  - 10  years. 

Pulmonary  Female,  ~ 39  years.  Occupation  «-  Cook, 

Duration  of  Disease  - 7 years. 


New  Oases  and  Mortality 

- 

1230. 

. 

- 

Uew  Cases. 

• 

Deaths, 

Puiraonary,  Non-Pulmonarv. 

Pulmonary, 

Non-Pulmonary 

M. 

!•  M,  F, 

M, 

I. 

M. 

1- 

1939, 

1 

2 11 

2 

1940. 

4 

4 2 - 

2 

1 

1941, 

1 

3 1 - 

1 

1 

1 

1942, 

6 

5 11 

1 

2 

*— 

1943. 

5 

4 12 

1 

1 

1944, 

4 

2 2 2 

1 

1 

1945. 

5 

4 3 - 

3 

1946. 

1 

3 12 

1 

1 

1 

■i-f 

I947f 

1 

3 21 

2 

4 

1 

1948, 

2 

2 1 - 

1 

1949. 

3 

2 11 

1 

1 

1950. 

3 

2 32 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Pulmonary. 

N on-Pulmonary . 

M* 

!• 

M. 

£. 

Total 

Cases 

on  Register  at  end' of 

1949. 

13 

6 

8 

3 

Uew  Cases  notified  during  I95O, 

3 

2 

3 

2 

Cases 

from 

other  areas  now  living 

in 

the  District, 

4 

Deaths 

during  1950, 

1 

1 

Removals  from  District  into  other 

areas. 

2 

1 

_ 

Removed  from  Register  - Cured. 

1 

Total 

on  Register  at  end  of  I950, 

16 

6 

11 

5, 

- 12  - 


factories  acts  1917  and  1948. 

Part  1 Of  the  Act. 

1.  INSPECTIONS  for  the  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (includina; 
inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors), 


Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 
Prose  cut  €*<1 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 

2,  3>  4 6 are  to  be 

enforced  by  Local  Authoritie 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority. 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  out-workeig* 
premises  J 

16 

Cl 

- 

35 

5 

1 

— 

— 

— 

- 

- 

f Tot  al • 

51 

5 

1 

- 

CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  \¥ERE  FOUND. 


Number  of  cases 

in  which 

[Number  of 

defects  were 

found 

cases  in 

Referred 

which  s 

Particulars. 

Found 

Remedied 

To  H.M, 
Inspector 

by  H.M. 
Inspector 

prosecutior 

were 

instituted 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S,l) 

— 



Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature(S. 3) 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S,4) 

- 

- 

— 

- 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floort 

:s,6) 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 
( a) Insuf  f i ci ent 

' (b)Unsuitable  or  defective 

(c)Not  separate  for  sexes 

- 

- 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the  Ac1 
(not  including  offences 
relating  to  Outwork) 

• — _ — - - - 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Total. 

1 

1 

— 

- 

! 

i 

13 


Part  Vlll  of  the  Act. 


OUTWORK 

(Sections  110  and  111) 


6 


Section  110. 

Se 

ption  111. 

. 

ilature  of 
Work, 

No,  of  Out- 
workers in 
August  list 
required  by 
Sect,  no 
(1)  (o) 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default 
in  sending 
lists  to 
the  Council 

No,  of 
prosecu 
tions  for 
failure  to 
supply 
lists . 

No,  of 
instances 
of  work 
in  un- 
wholesome 
premises* 

Notices 

Served. 

Pro 

secu 

tion 

W easing 
apparel. 
Making  etc. 

9 

Nets,  other 
than  wire  nets. 

62 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

i Total. 

1 

71 

- 

— 

- 

- 

